


Our vision:
A South Carolina free of new cases of HIV, STDs, 

Viral Hepatitis and Substance Use Disorders
∞

Stay safe ○ Get Tested ○ Treat early ○ End stigma

Ending The Epidemics SC
(EtE SC)



Community Engagement 
PURPOSE:  To assure broad-based community support

All stakeholders involved

Rural areas

True statewide effort



South Carolina 
HIV Planning Council 

(HPC)

-Existing planning body
-Composed of:

• PLWH                  
• Statewide 

agencies 
• Prevention & care   

providers      
   

• RW all parts
• Community 

members

www.schpc.org

Ending the Epidemics SC  
(EtE SC)  Workgroup

-Created for EtE SC efforts
-Composed of:

• HPC members
• Non-traditional   

partners*
• PLWH
• Prevention & care  

providers

Ending the Epidemics SC 
Steering Committee

-Initially 12-15 people
-More committed to the process  
-Help set foundation
-Composed of:

• HPC members
• ID physicians
• PLWH
• Community advocates
• Prevention & care 

providers

**all 4 regions represented**

www.schpc.org


October 2019 February 2020 August-
December 2020

375K Planning 
Grant from CDC 

-Statewide and
Regional Forums

-Hire region staff

-Administrative
Contractor

-Sub contractor

Regional 
Planning 

Coordinators

-4 RPCs

-Identify
stakeholders

-Assist in
planning &
organizing region
forums

Data Manager

-Provide and
present statewide
& regional epi
data at all forums

EHE Forums

-24 Total
-Statewide
-Regional
-PLWH
-Latinx Spanish
Speaking
Population
-PWID
-RESPOND

**HELD VIRTUALLY**



Population Specific Forums

People Living With HIV

Input in the needs assessment 
process

Total of 4 forums exclusive for 
PLWH, in addition to attendance at 
the statewide & regional forums

Latinx Spanish Speaking 
Community

Total of 3 Spanish language forums

Recruitment, 3 key persons



Regional and Statewide Forums
The first series of regional (Upstate, Midlands, Low Country, and PeeDee) forums focused on the

Diagnose/Prevent strategies.

The second set of regional forums focused on Treatment strategies.

The first statewide forum, the Prevent forum - co-sponsored by the SC Department of Alcohol and
other Drug Abuse Services (DAODAS) - sought to engage a broad range of stakeholders to
address the unmet needs of persons who inject drugs (PWID) with a focus on providers of
substance use disorder (SUD) and opiate use disorder (OUD) services.

The second statewide forum focused on the respond outcome objectives and brought together a
wide range of stakeholders to analyze current strengths and challenges in cluster response.



Considerations…
Forums were held during both daytime and evening hours

Opportunities for stakeholder and community input and feedback were consistent 
and continuous throughout the planning process as summary meetings were held to 
ensure information given was being captured accurately 

An email address (EHESouthCarolina@gmail.com) was provided at the onset of 
planning and could be used at any time throughout the process for people to provide 
input



Chris Skope, MUSC
Katy Richardson, DHEC
Matthew Lombardo, RWWC/RSF
Michael Luciano, HPC & PCC
Pat Kelly, HPC & A Family Affair

Brittany Scott, DHEC
Connie Cooper, DHEC
Kelly Johnson, HPC

Carmen Hampton Julious, PALSS
David Alexander, HPC & AHF
David Pable, Community Representative
Denise Smith, HPC & Positive Coalition Project
Gerald McNair, HPC & Harriet Hancock Center
Jacob White, SCHC, dba Wright Wellness Center
Kamla Sanasi-Bohla, USC Immunology Ctr

Gloria Estrada, DHEC Upstate
LaSean Tutt, Dreams With Open Arms
Teretha Fowler, AID Upstate

Ending the Epidemics SC Steering Committee by Health Region
https://scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/hiv-std-viral-hepatitis/ending-epidemics-sc-ending-hiv-epidemic

Felicia Mullins Pickering, DHEC Advisor
-------------------------------
March 1, 2021
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Alisha Belin, DAODAS & SC Dept. of Corrections
Elizabeth McLendon, EDUSC HIV Ministry & DHEC
Kabra’ Benford, HPC  Community  Co-Chair & Cooperative Health
Linda Brown, DAODAS

Stay Safe
Get Tested
Treat Early
End Stigma

https://scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/hiv-std-viral-hepatitis/ending-epidemics-sc-ending-hiv-epidemic


Ending the Epidemics SC

Ending the HIV Epidemic 
Ali Mansaray, STD/HIV/VH Division Director

Felicia M. Pickering, DrHA, MBA, CSPS
Community Engagement Program Manager

PickerFM@dhec.sc.gov

Elizabeth McLendon, EtE Community Advocate 
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